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Negro Youth.

National Association of Teachers, In An.
nual Meeting at Asheville, Discuss the
Principles of Education—Bishop
Warner Tactful—Dr. Wright’s
Famous Message Cited.

By L. M. WRIGHT,

tute, an organization founded by !
George W. Vnnderbm a most notable '

youth knowa as the National Assocla-
tion of Teachers in Colored Schools.
The association was formed some six
years ago and is composed not only of
Negroes, but also of whites who teach
in Negro schools,

Being composed of the teachers of
both races. the discussions were neces-
sarlly conservative and dwelt upon
principles of education rather than
matters merely of racial interest.

The president of the association is
R. R. Wright, LL. D.. who is also the
president of the Georgla State Indus-
trial college at Savannab. Dr. Wright
is one of the most distinguished Ne-
groes of America., It was he who
when a mere boy, shortly after the
close of the civil war, gave that now
famous answer to a request for a
: message to the north from General O,
0. Howard, who was then at Atlanta,
“ell them we are rising,” and who
was during the Spanish-American war
major and paymaster of the United
States army. Dr. Wright bhas been for
thirty years a teacher In the state of
Georgia, having established the first
colored public high school in that state
fn 1880. He was also the first presi-
dent of the first state college tor Ne-

PRESIDENT R. R. WRIGHT.

gro youth in Georgia in 1891 As
early as 1870 Dr. Wright organized
one of the first associations of Negro
teachers ever held in the south.

On the opening evening of the teach-
ers' convention Hon. John E. Campbell,
the mayor of Asheville, made the wel-
come address. Addresses on bebalf of
the teachers and citizeus of the state
were delivered by Professor T. S. In-
borden, prineipal of the J. K. Brick
school of Entield. N. C., and Dr. J. W.
Walker of Asheville, President Wright
responded to the welcome and deliver-
. ed tbe anpun! address on “The Teach-
‘ er as a uctor In Race Efficiency.”” He

declared that an eflicient race, like an

"eficient individoal, was one that was
able to take care of itself, was ener-
'getie, self reliant, resourceful, provi-
dent, prosperous and hopetul. For the
Negro to have all these admirable qual-
ities he must be taught them in a large
measure by tbe teacher, for civiliza-
tion is the offspring of education.

“Qur teachers are a powertul force
in developivg character and bettering
social conditions, but the relation be-
tween the teacher apd tbe home of
the child must somehow be made
closer. ‘The teacher must work not
only wlth the pupil, but with the
parent. A great responsibility rests
upon the teachers. It is taken for
granted that they see the need of or-
ganjzation, and that they understand
the task that is set Lefore them. and
that they Lkuow thut in this age of
electricity and combination individual
effort must be strengthened and made
most effective Dby co-operation with
others working In the same sphere.”

The roll ot states showed on the
first day that fifteen states and the
District of Columbin were represented.

The following subjects were discussed
during the sessions of the convention:

“Vocational -‘Training In Our Grammar
Courses,” by Mr, W, H. Singleton, prin-
cipal of grammar school. Chattanooga,
Tenn.

“How [ FHave Interested My Public
School Pupils In Agriculture,” by Mr, J.
H. Garvin, superintendent colored city
schools, Winchester, Ky.

“How the Colored Clty Schools May Be
Made to Fit City Conditions,” by Mr. W,
¥, Valentine, supervisor colored public
schools, Indianapolls, Ind.

Address, Dr. J. H. Dillard, president of
the Anna T, Jeanes fund for rural
schools, New Orieans.

“Some Suggestions For the Improve-
ment of the Negro Rural Schools,” by
Mr, Charles L. Coonn. superintendent pub-
lic schools, Wilson, N. C. B

“The ‘Teacher as an Influence Iii“the
Business and Economic Life of the Com-
munity,” by Mr. W. G. Pearson, princlpal
colored schools, Durham, N. C.

“The Place of the Kindergaten In Our
Educational System,” by Miss Georgia F.
*eontz, Anderson, S. C.

The- final address was made by Pro-

fegsor R. R. Wrlght, Jr.,  who is the

editor of the Christian Recorder and
manager of the A. M. E. Book Concern
of Philadelphia on “The Negro 'l‘oach~
eras a Social \llssion.xry "ot :

There was recently held at Ashe-
ville, N. C.. at the Young Men’s insti-

convention of educators of the colored

1 gates” by the’ cltizens

-1 which “showed - their” appreciation’ ot

the,good wvork of these educators.

dresses of the eession was that of Dr.,
Jic henlth department. Dr
baker explained
the - causes of tuberculosis, its origin
and spread, its prevention and cure
and was llstened to by a most appre-
elative audience. Other speclalists in
tuberculosis who spoke were Drs.
Dunn and Minor of North Carolina.
Dr. Minor spoke on the susceptibility
of the Negro to tuberculosis, claiming
that his personal experience with
many Negroes, reaching over many

were more susceptible to the discase
| than whites. But when questioned
carefully rezarding this statement by
Bishop Warner of the A. M. 1, Zlon
church Dr. Micor suid that he felt that
his statement had been proved and
yet could not be proved from existing
evidence,
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One of the most notable of the ad- .
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i

'



